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‘* Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all People.” 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 

Mr. Editor,—The “ sermon by the Rev. 
Edwin Ferris,” part of which appeared in 
ihe eighth number of the Inquirer, and 
was concluded im the 12th, from Mark iii. 
29, is the subject of the following remarks, 
which you are at liberty to insert in your 
paper. ; 

Mr. F. has very successfully shown in 
his preliminary remarks, what he under- 
stands by “ never forgiveness,” and, in his 
division, has denied ** eternal damnation” 
inany sense. ‘The following is his divi- 
sion. 

“ 1. The revealed character of the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. The nature of the sin against that) 
Holy Spirit of truth and love. 

3. Why it never can be said in time or 
eternity that this sin is forgiven. | 

4. No misery or punishment can equal 
eternal damnation in duration of being. 

Lastly, he proposes to make all appear 
in joint harmony with the text.” 

The first proposition which defines the 
character of the Holy Spirit, is in general 





unexceptionable : but the remarks: ** he is 
a comforter, a reprover of sip, righieousness 
and of judgment to the world,” is a form 
of expression of a very peculiar kind, 
Sin, righteousness, and judgment are ab- | 
stract qualities. or properties, and as such, 
do not admit of reproof; and evenif they 
did, the idea, that the Spirit of God reproves 


_and universal enmity of the carnal mind, 


the text, explain the sin of blasphemy to 


It is sinning againstthe spirit of love, and 
therefore against the Holy Ghost.” Again 
Mr. F. says, “ No other sin but this could 
ever produce moral death in man: this 
alone is sin unto death in all men.” 

From these quotations, it is plain that 
Mr. F. understands any, and all opposition 
to, or hatred of, God’s law, to be the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit. It is not 
a litle surprising, that an inquiring and 
investigating mind should thus take so large 
an extent of crime—embracing nearly 
every conceivable transgression, for the 
single one named in the text; and which 
he would have found defined in the fulest 
manner, in the very next words in his Tes- 
tament. ‘The very mention of the blasphe- 
my against the holy spirit, sufliciently dis- 
criminates it from other sins; “all sins 
shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme ; but he that shall blaspheme 
against the holy spirit.” Now, can any 
statement be more obvious than this, that 
of all sins and blasphemies, one only is 
not forgiven’ And yet, this is the ex- 
clusive nature of the Saviour’s declaration. 
There is not the shadow of evidence in the 
text, or ifs connexion, that the general 
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was considered by the Saviour, as being 
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
But, ou the contrary, the words following 


men—‘the accusing of Christ, with having 





of 


Vi 





quoted, says “ he will reprove the world” 
&c. meaning that the spirit of truth would 
convince the world of its error, its want of 
righteousness and justice. 


The nature of the sin against the Holy | 


Spirit, is next defined ; and is more spe- 


ciflically stated in these words, “ Every | 


display or movement of the Holy Spirit is 
agreeable to its whole divine nature ; so 
on the other hand, every movement of the 
contrary spirit is, like itself, | false, delud- 
ing, darkening, and hating God, his works 
of love, truth, and mercy : and thus sinning 


e . . . lad . ' 9 
against his holy spirit ol. divine love.” | 
Again, “ To be carnally minded is death. | 


| 
righteousness is inadmissible. But the text | 
| 
| 


cast cut devils, (demons) by the power of 
a particular devil, (demon,) and this crime 
of resisting evidence, or the spirit of truth 
which is the holy spirit, instead of being 
common to ‘sinners in general, was only 
commiticd by those persons of that nation 
vho accused Christ of casting out demdns 
by demoniacal agency, and that people, ahd 
those persons were Jews. \ 

‘tbe third proposition is designed to\y” 
| show, that “ it never can be said in time or . 
cternity that this sin is forgiven.” Now, \ 
| ifas Mr. F. argues, “ to be carnally mind- 
ed is death,” and “ it is sin against the 
holy spirit; then no proper sin can eyes 
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na said rm ‘have forgivene ~ Bat Jesus irutb is tuus dsscovered, it wil! be judged 
says, * all sins shal/ be alee unto the | sufficiently important to need any inquiry, 
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith | which will lead to that discovery. 

soever they shall blaspheme,” but that| 4n the fourth place, Mr. EF. proposes to 
against the holy spirit. Adinit this, and | show, “ that no misery or punishment can 
Mr. I's argument, that evcry movement of | be equal to eternal damnation in duration.” 
the carnal mind is sin, that every sach sin This is certainly a very extraordinary pro- 
is blasphemy against the holy spirit, and | position, and the argument by which it is 
that every such sin hath never forgivness, | attempted to be supported, is no less sin- 
is shown to be incorrect. But absolute | gular. This is the argument.—‘ Now 
unforgivness is not implied by the text in| if the word cternal damuation is properly 
its orginal form ; the word rendered wiles | translated in our text, and means endless 
is expressed in the phrase eis tons aiona, the | damnation, then it mast belong to eternity, 
end of which is repeatedly declared in the | which has neither begmping noren’. But 
New Testament. In Matt. xxiv. 3, the | who can say that sin and death are with- 
word rendered world is previsely the same | out beginning? Surely no one dares be 
which is here translated never, and yet the | so foolishly presumptuous. Then it will 
question proposed by the disciples, sufli- | follow that eterna] damnation is as much 
ciently shows that they supposed it might | longer in duration, than the punishment of 
end. In the explanation of the parable of | the sin against the Holy Ghost; as its 
the tares, by our Saviour, he uses the same | pre-exisience to death. the wages ‘of sin. 
word in Matt. xiii. 39, where it is again | If this prove any th ng in relation to the 
rendered word, and is expressly said to | subject, it proves that nothing is eternal, 
have an end—* the harvest is the end of | but Jehovah and his desigys, and jaws. 








the world. And in Heb. ix. 26, the same | But it musi be admitted, thai in its present 


word, even ina plural form, is said to have | features, it stands opposed to our Saviour s 
had an end—‘S once in the end of the | expression in the text. For if it be true 
worlds.” ‘rom these texts, it appears, | that by eteroal, endless damnation be im- 
that all which was cver intended by our Sa- plied ; then it will be also true. that the 
viour in Mark iii. 29, in respect to forgive- | Saviour meant the same; and if on the con- 
ness, was that there would be no forgive- trary, by e'ernal, a Jong and_ indefinite, 
ness, t, or to, the age, implying a period | (hough not an endle ss period, be intended, 
afterwards, i in which men might be for- | then it will be plain that Jesus meant such 
given. Matt. xii 32, abundantly justifies |a period. In either case, there can be no 
this construction, * but whossever speak- | doubt, but that the Saviour meant all that 
eth against the Holy Ghost. it shall not be | the words were calculated to imply, and 
forgiven him ncither inthis world, neither | therefore meant what in the text is calied 
in the world'o0 come.” Here as in the |eternal damnation. To assume the pro- 
other examples of illustration, the werd | position, that eternal damnation is impossi- 
reudered world is the identical word trans- | ble, is to assume a position dircetly oppos- 
luted never in the text. one of which obvi- | ed to the language of Jess ; and implies 
ousty comes to and end, or it could not be | that he denounced a consequence of sin, 
succeeded by another. And it should be | which could never take piace. After this 
remarked, that wien the Saviour had said | proposition and argument, is it not a little 





“* weither in th's world,” he did not asin the | extraordinary to bear Mr, F. say, * [ read- 


received (ext, add * neither in the world to | liv admit, that man in striving against the 
come,” but oule en to mellonti, — ‘neither | boly spirit, is in danger of eternal damna- 
in that about to come,” implying, that the | tion.” Now a man cannot be in danger of 
world or age under which they thea lived | what does not exist, and he had labored to 
was about to be succeeded by another. | prove, that there was no possibility of such 
This in fact took place during the Ife time ; paaishment, Had he argued himself into 
of some then present—the legal dispensation | its belet ; or does he intend to soften the 
closed, and the gospel age commenced, | form of his proposition? But | return to 
The importance of these tacts will shew, | the text and observe, that the phrase eter- 
that Mr. F. judged rather bastily when he | ae! damuation does not neeessarily imply 
suid * on this ground Lt couceive we have | encless punishment ;- because the word 
no need to inguire in a war of words about | rendered elernal is derived from a on the 
different worlds or dispensations, in woich | word translated never in the text. And as 





} this sin cannot ‘be forg viven ;” for if the | it has been shown that aion has an end, so 
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it follows, that its derivation also bas an 
end, unless applied to subjects necessarily 
endless in their nature ; but in such cases 
the subject derives no additional meaning 
from the juncion of this term. It can 
scarcely be necessary to remark, that this 
one consideration shows that the legiumate 
import of all qualifying words which ex- 
press duration, ust be limited. Now, as 
the want of forgiveness is in the text appli- 
ed to an age or dispensation, so the con- 
demnation called elernal, 
more nor less, than punishment or misery 
during thatage. As My. F's couelusion is 
a general review of the arguments, which 
he had instituted on the -doctrine of ihe 
tex!, nothing particularly dilering from his 
previous statemen’s, is contained tn il, 
And hence I conciude with observing, that 
it does not appear that ihe sin or biasphe- 
my is an ordiuary act of the carnal min’ — 
that al/ men, as sinsers, are guilty of that 
sin—thet all sins are unforgiven in the scnse 
that blasphemy is not forgiven, or that, by 
eteriial damnation, the Saviour meant the 
encless nature of the condemning power of 
the law. But on the contrary, ii appears, 
that the sin of blasphemy is the accusing of 
Christ with having cast out devils by de- 
moniacs! «gency—that this sin was only 
comimii‘ed by the Jews—that they could 
not be ‘orgiven either in their dispensation, 
or ii ivat to the Gentiles which /ollowed, 
implying that the time should come when 
ungodliness should be turned from Jacob, 
and, therefore, that the etervial damuation 
of these sinners are constant misery, while 
the period of punishment lasts, which will 
be until the “ fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in” and “‘all Isracl shall be saved.” 

The foregoing remarks are hombly sub- 


mitted by MARCUS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 





Mr. Editor.—I send to you the follow- | 


ing extract from a conviction of the truth 
of the sentiment therein contained. If 
you think proper to insert it, you will 
oblige a subscriber. ONE. 


Extract fron the * History of all Religions 
by John Bellamy, page 135. 

By gentlemen of respectability, and un- 
doubted veracity, who have resided in in- 
dia many years, I have been informed, that 
the missionaries sent from this country to 
convert the natives to christianity, have at 
certain times had conferences with the 
chief men among them who reside inthe 


wo 


means neither | 


,Beitish dominions. They have set forth 
the beauty of the religion of Christ and 
| the whole plan of salvation ; which, when 
they have patiently heard, they answer 
thus: You bave set forth, in a very enga- 
giny manner ; the superiority of the reli- 
gion you professs, but we do not see that 
| the professors of the religion of Christ, who 
reside among us, prove by their lives and 
conversation, that these things are true. 
When we go into our temples, we take off 
our shoes, and appear before our God with 
|that reverence which is due to him whe 
fills the universe with his presence. When 
our worship is ended, we return to our 
homes, eonsidering we have been paying 
our vows, not to the stones. of which our 
altar is built, but to the invis ble God. 
We inquire now how do we condemn 
others for thinking differently on these sub- 
jects? But when your people go into your 
temples though you inform us that they 
conduct themselves as though they were in 
a place of amusement. When their wor- 
ship is ended, they go to rioting and drink- 
ing, making use of every possible means 
to deceive others, and to gratify their an- 
conquered inclination, though it be the 
ruin of the unfortunate sufferers, who un- 
happily fa!l in their wgy. With these proofs 
of the lamentable conduct of the profess- 
ors of your religion beiore our eyes, we 
do not see that we should gain any thing 
by changing our sentiments: there is no 
inducement for us to forsake the ancient 
profession of our venerable fathers. 








FOR THE INQUIRER. 
BOMBAY SERMON. 


A sermon by Rev. Gordon Hall, Mission- 
ary at Bombay. Published from the 
- manuscript by permission of the Author. 
“* Prepare ye the way df. the Lord, make 

his paths straight.” Marki. 3. 

. [After the insertion of this sermon in the 

Boston Recorder, the following observa- 

tions are made upon it. | 


“ We have given this excellent dis- 
course entire in this paper, in preference to 
dividing it, though it forms an article of 
unusual length. Our readers cannot fail 
to be instructed and gratified by the peru- 
sal of it, as it contains much important 
truth, flowing from the heart and pen of a 
| missionary who has long shared deeply in 

the affections and prayers of Americao 
Christians. His remarks on the means of 
| brinving the world into a fit state for the 
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coming of f Christ, are not 
than just. 
by fact, and by scripture, in the conclusion 
that “‘ we ought never to expect the con- 
version of the world by such almost totally 
inadequate means” as are at present used ; 
* the loose pennies or shillings in the pock- | 
ets of Christians, which they can spare 
Without inconvenience” wili not support 
missionaries in sufficient numbers, to con- 
vey the knowledge of Christ to all nations. 

When will the children of God consent 
universally ‘to deny themselves” to fol- 
low the example of a © hard larboring and | 
hard sullering Saviour,” in order tho t hey 
may cause all men to know the Lord”? 
When will they learn to lator, to econo- 
mise, to contrive to exert al! their cuer- 
gies to save nations from eternal ruin as 
the children of this world do, to galu a pit- 
tance of perishabie good for themselves, 
and for heirs they know not who? 
believed, it is known, 
Christians who act consistently with their 
profession of being the Lord’s and uot 
their own, a few, who show that they re- 
card the kingdom of Christ as the only 
object worth living and laboring for—but 
they ave certainly too few. ‘The churches 
are not half awake to their duty. Ifour 
country were epgaged in a just war for the 
defence of our fire sides against an invad- 
ing foe, we could expend filty millions a 
year to secure our liberties, and at the 
conciusion of the war reflect that we had 
only done our duty. [But the church is 
engaged ina war with the prince of dark- 
ness for the defence and enlargement of 
the kingdom of Christ ; a kingdom that 
involves all which is precious in the cier- 
nal interests of mankind—a kingdom that 
cannot be defended and increased without | 
the instrumentality of Christians and | 
Christian missionaries.] And yet a fow 


cents ora few dollars is all that an indi- | 


vidual christian can srengd spare for the 
security and glory of this kingdom! At 
the utmost, the whole United States, with 
a population of ten millions of nominal 
christians, do not raise $250,000 a year. 
for the distribution of the scriptures end 
tracts, for the support of missionaries 
among 600 millions of perishing pagans. 
O, that every child of God would lay 
his hand on his heart, turn his eyes to the 
judgment of Christ, listen to the groans of 
millions every year passing into eternal de- 
spair, and then enquire, Lord! what wilt 
jhou have me todo? Ans. Give money. 


; 


more stron , | 
He is filly justified by reason, 


[t is | 
that there are some | 


ON THE PRECEDING BEGGING 
SERMON. 
By A. Livermone, Esq. 
Look at the margin of this page 
| And learn the doctrine of the age. 
| When will mankind be wise and good 
| And do the labors of a God. 
Such sums of money to afford, 
Asshall make all men know the Lord 
economize to that degree. 
That they alone a Saviour be ! 
Labor in those great affairs 
As man does for himself and heirs. 
Gain to himself a glorious name 
And rob Immanuel of his fame ! 
He saith who gave all nature birth, 
\* If [be lifted from the earth, 
(And every eye his truth shall sce,) 
© T will draw all men unto me.” 
| Lest his power at last should fail 
| And prince of darkness should prevail 
Let’s fifty millions yearly raise 
And save the world and have the praise. 
| Six hundred millions on the brink 
Of ruin, ready now to sink. 
The rock of ages (although eta 
Cannot support the burden long ! 
tis kingdom cannot be defin’d, 
| Nor increas’d, but must be ended, 
Unless the missionaries aid 
And ifthey do they must be paid ! 
Pay but sufficient money : then 
They will step in and save lost man! 
O lay your hand upon your heart, 
Hear millions groan who do depart 
Yearly to never ending woe. 
Give money and it shan’t be so. 
The trifling work which you have done 
Is scarcely worth a talking on 
Two hundred fifty thousand ! no ! 
| Perishing pagans ! let them go: : 
But fifty million pounds yearly 
| Will make rich and save them clearly ! 
Reject the priest whose trust is cash, 
Nor pin your faith on glittering trash. 
Miserable Saviours made of gold ! 
Let it not in Gath be told ; 
Jesus thou need’st not that expense, 


| 
| 
| 




















The heathen thine inheritance 

Thou did’st the wine press tread alone ; 
Thine be the glory, thine the throne. 
Did not the Father give to thee 

The utmost parts of land and sea, 

That thou should’st raise them up and save 
All that to thee my Father gave ? 

And shall the lack of money change 
Eternal purposes? O strange ! 

Glory to God he changes not : 

His children never are forgot, 
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of being cailed a sect of heathens, theo!lo- 
gians have endeavored to accommodate 
the language of scripture. Not satisfied 
with the love of Grecian fable, they labor- 
ed to make the Prophets and Apostles pa- 
tronize their absurd mysteries, which par- 
alize the humau mind. Having perverted 
their own understandings, they proclaimed 
loudly agairst the use of reason, and blew 
up the last snark of genius, to devise more 
eflectual means of obtaining full vengeance 
on this evil demon of imposture. ‘These 
corruptions coutinued to extend and to 
darken the heaven of the ciristian world, 
A Lecture on Gal. v. 1, delivered in PRo-| Ul at length it pleased the Supreme ruler 
chester, N.Y. Jan. 18. 1894. by the Rev. | °! the universsto interpose severe checks. 
_- ; ’ ee _As these errors and enormities advanced 

J. S. ‘THompson. ; : ge 
: | more rapidly to their height in the eastern 
Were we not assured that every partic-! churches, these were permitted to fall un- 
ylar, in the great plan of Providence, will! der tie awful scourge of Mahometanism. 
ulimately be for the best, we should be| ‘The western churches, after invoking the 
tempted to lament, that ever it should} people in the depths of ignorance, during 
have suited the policy of civil power, | that long period, which has been emphati- 


His purposes unchang’d, shall stand 
Thougb heav’n and earth with sea & land > 
All pass away at bis command. ( 
Ho every one that thirsteth, come, 

No money fetch to buy that home 

Which Jesus purchas’d and mace sure, 
And preach’d the gospel to the poor. 

Js not the doctrine orthodox, 

That his decrees more firm than rocks, 
Shall stand when mountains melt away, 
Condition’d not for one cents pay. 
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mulgalion of Christianity, (o adopt it as} pellation of the “ Dark Ages,” have had 
an engine of state, instead of the ancient 


ae 








Pagan religion : for in that very event ori- 

ginated the grand Papal apostacy, which | 
enveloped the christian world in spiritual | 
thraldom. The spirit. and principles of | 
the Gospel were gradually adulterated ; its | 
teachers degenerated into worldly minded 

priests, Caba!ling and intriguing for power, 

and the people at large, grew every day 

moreignorant and more corrupt. No soon- 

er had christianity received the sanction of 
civil power, and was erected intoa state 

policy, than the office ofa minister became. 
alucrative occupation, and the vilest cha- 

racters aspired to the priesthood, being 
much more desirous of an advantageous 

situation, than of promoting the cause of 
truth and piety. So far did this disgrace- 
fulabuse proceed, that the temple of God 
soon became the stage of avaricious Ora- 
tors, on which they displayed their taleuts, 
solely for the purpose of introducing new 
absurdities, which were the more admired 
by the people in proportion as they were 
intelligible. Synods and councils were 
held not to investigate truth, but to pagan- | 
ite the holy religion of the blessed Jesus. 
Their constant practice was, to anathama- 
ize all who did not conform to their reve 

ties, however palpably absurd ; and all 
his did they to obtain court favour and 
viigar applause. Thus Christianity was 
supplanted by a system of Jewish and pa- 


| 
within three hundred years from ihe pro- | cally distinguished by the appropriate ap- 
} 
} 
| 





gan rites, adorned by mere speculations of 
Aristotle and Plato, to which through fear 


| the ellect, where they have continued to 


prevail in their full enormity, of almost ex- 
tirpating every thing like religion- They 
have spread such a deluge of infidelity, 
which would wear the most alarming as- 
pect, were we not authorized to trust, that 
the same wise and” gracious providence, 
which has permitted, will overrule even 
this scourge, so asto render it subservient 
to the recovery of the genuine Christa: 
doctrine. But perhaps he will first per- 
mit it to burn the hay, wood and stubble, 
which defaces the fair edifice of Christian- 
ity, yet not so as to injure the building it- 
se!f, as it came out of the hands of its di- 
vine founder.’ The God of nature has ne- 
ver left himself aliogethér without witness- 
es. The darkest hour of night often pre- 
cedes the dawn of day ; andfromthe shades 
of darkness, occasioned by the sable cur- 
tains, which superstition had thrown around 
our dormant race, many begin to emerge 
to the light, heat and effulgence of a me- 
ridian sun. While men slept, error had 
sown her taresin abundance. ‘Their per- 
nicious effects have been severely feit ; 
and the baneful influence of an ignorant 
and tyrannical priesthood, by compelling 
mankind to feed on the husks of a corrupt 
and spurious religion, has produced a re- 
action which threatens to terminate in 
sceptical indifference. In the gloom of 
midnight darkness, some daring and bold 
men arose, who combatted, with various 
success, the corruptions which had been 
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introduced into the Christian system. 
Among these were Wickliffe of England, 
and Huss and his followers in’ Europe. 
The seeds of the Reformation thus sown, 
were permitted to lie dormant till Luther 
arose, who, by his unparalleled intrepidity, 
awakened general attention. Such a spirit 
of inquiry was excited among the people, 
that some princes found it necessary to 
comply with their wishes, by affording a 
partial reformation ; while others made it 
an instrument to serve political purposes, 
and some to gratify ungovernable passions. 
Of the last class was Henry the VIII. who, 
having with his own pen, defended the ar- 
ticles of the Romish church, and having 
no other quarrel with the Pontiff, than his 
refusal to grant a religious sanction for the 
gratification of his lawless desires, promo- 
ted a reformation, which, at first, could on- 
ly be called popery in English dress, 
Notwithstanding this attempt to regain the 
first and most unalienable right of private 
judgment in matters of religion, still such 
absurd doctrines, continued to be estab- 
lished by law, and such horrid punishments 
were inflicted on men for obeying the dic- 
tates of conscience, that the minds of the 
intelligent and learned revolted at them; 
and shocked with such enormities, have 
thrown off the belief and profession of chris- 
tianity altogether. This was long the case 
in Italy, where the corruptions of the court 
of Rome were most conspicuous, and ma- 
ny of the Cardinals, and some of the 
Popes themselves, are well known to have 
been unbelievers. 

Ist. [I shall show that in religion, it is 
the unalienable right of every man to judge 
for himself. 

2dly. I shall expose the impropriety of 
religious apathy. 

1. The very essence of religion consists 
in the free tribute of the mind to God, ac- 
knowledging no master but conscience and 
God, or those whom God has been pleased 
to commission as the special messengers of 
his will. While obedient to man in civil 
command, religion yields submission alone 
to the King of Kings, and will admit of no 
imperious human authority. In the lan- 
guage of Peter and John, she summons ev- 
ery man, before every human personage 
however exalted, to make this dignified ap- 
peal, in a cause which stands alone between 
him and God; whether we should obey 
God rather than man, judge ye. Under 
whatever form of civil government men 
may be placed, still there are certain rights 
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with which a human being ought not to 
part ; and which, from thetr very nature, 
cannot be surrendered to the will or com- 
mand of any earthly governor. ‘To do 
justly, to speak the truth, and to practice 
humanity in all its forms, is the duty and 
right of every man independently of all 
civil governments. Power and oppress- 
ion may punish a man for the exercise of 
these duties, but no power can deprive 
him of the sense and consciousness of his 
right, and no power can justily, no power 
can sanctify the departure from what ap- 
pears to a man’s own conscience, to be just, 
true, or humane. Among those rights that 
ought, under every form of government, 
to be reserved entire and sacred to every 
individual, is the right of conscious judg- 
ment in the whole business of religion. 
This is a principle part of that moral code, 
which is antecedent to all civil govern- 
ments, and therefore independent of them ; 
the dearest interests, which government is 
invited to protect, and ought never fo vic- 
late or destroy. All the dignity of Magis- 
tracy cannot give additional sanction to 
this code ; for it is the unalierable law of 
God, and human nature.: To this prior, 
this superior law, with all the rights inclu- 
ded therein, civil governments ought al- 
ways to bow ; and deem it to be its ever 
lasting duty, its noblest province, to secure 
to every individual subject, the free and 
uninterrupted exercise of these rights. 
Whenever rulers depart from this walk, the 
end of government is subverted, social 
right and happiness are committed to the 
spoiler: ‘The seat of justice is deserted 
by the magistrate ; and from the bar of the 
criminal, he ought to answer for the offence, 
that man can commit against his fellow 
man. Again, as it is foreign to the desigt 
of civil government to imterfcre with the 
religion of any man, so the very attempt 
is, in its nature, absurd and impracticable. 
Such illegitimate governments as those of 
Spain and ‘Turkey are an affront to human 
nature, and every free man in the world, 
of whatever naticn, should rise and over: 
turn them, as he would quench a fire which 
threatened the destruction of his own, of 
his neighbov’s property. 

Religion, when received by a rational 
mind, supposes belief and conviction ; but 
belief is the work of a man’s own bosom, 
terminating in a secret and inaccessible 
part, which no human power can scrutin- 
ize. Power may compel to a seeming 


submission, but the belief remains the same:- y. 
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the attempt therefore to establish a unifor- 
mity of faith, by the coercive rod of the 
civil magistrate, is as impotent, as it is un- 
just and oppressive. Coersion may pro- 
duce a set of pliant hypocrites; it may 
tear asunder all the pleasing bonds of so- 
ciely ; it may fina!ly operate to the des- 
truction of all serious and rational religion ; 
to the introduc'ion of ignorance, and the 


most debased superstition ; but is utterly 


incapable of working one honest convic- 
tion in the human heart, with which alone 
true religion is concerned. The whole 
province of religion belongs solely to God, 
and to that reason which God has commit- 
ted to man 4s the proper interpreter of his 
will, assisted by that moral principle im- 
parted to man as the representative of the 
divine holiness, In whatever way God is 
pleased to speak to me, whether by the 
livit of nature ; by the light of reason and 
conscience ; or by the light of revelation, 
itis God’s act. not man’s—and as God 
has written, I must read and judge. 

All men read the same books, but en- 
lowed with diflerent talents, educated with 
dfierent notions and prejudices, and pla- 
ced in different circumstances, men will 
idee differently of the same scriptures. 
Notwithstanding the same revelation,which 
is addressed to you, is addressed to me al- 
®; it proceeds to me from the same autho- 
tity, therefore with my own reason, and 
not by yours, I must judge what I shonid 
believe. Where God, therefore, is the 
wle legislator, where his revelation is free- 
'y and equally laid epen to all, and where 
il must account individually for the use 
if that instruction, which God has vouch- 
afed submission, as a tribute to authority 
sdue to Gad alone. Nor can it be less 
han a high presumption, and a rude en- 
woachment on the province of the Al- 
nghty, for man to dictate to fellow man, 
vhat God alone can teach him ; and to 
require him to believe, what with the best 
wplication, he cannot find in the book 
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thich God has submitted to their common 
dgment. Man may assist me in attain- 
ny that usefal information which my abili- 
jes or situation ‘had not enabled me to ac- 
fuire ; he may be the instrument of res- 
ding my miad from iiliberal prejudices, 
nd obtruded errors ; he may use every 
hod to enlighten my understanding ; 
‘it to avail myself of the light he has fur- 
ished ; to judge of the 
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self; conviction must be my own internal 
act ; and for the purity of this. I must an- 
swer, in my own person, not in his, to God, 
and to him alone. 

(To be concluded in our neat.) 





What is good news or 
Joy 

There is not in our country, a solitary 
preacher but what professes to preach the 
gospel ; nor is there one but what will ad- 
mit that the proper signification of the 
word gospel is ‘§ good news.” As all then 
profess to preach the gospel, and allow it 
to be a subject of * glad tidings,” it may 
be proper to inquire, how far the preaching 
accords with the profession of the preach- 
er. Letus make a fair computation and 
see how many preachers there are who pro- 
claim the gospel, and nothing else, at the 
present day. 

There are probably, of all denominations 
of christians, not less that 5000 preachers. 
All these, except about 120, preach and 
profess to believe, that a large majority of 
the human family will be endlessly misera- 
ble. In almostevery discourse an attempt 
is made to establish this idea. This forms 
the primary subject of their preaching. It 
is upon this they delight to dwell. Now is 
this the gospel? Is this ** good news, glad 
tidings of great joy ?” Ean it be “ good 
news” to tell a man his God will make him 
infinitely miserable ? It certainly would 
be bad news fora physician to tell a patient 
who had long suffered from the very worst 
fever that all assistance of an earthly na- 
ture would prove fruitless. That the dis- 
ease is incurable ; that death itself will 
not remove it, and that he must be thus af- 
flicted always. This every one would 
pronounce bad news. This is a case that 
directly meets the one under consideration. 
This would be called bad preaching, bad 
news, though it might be ever so true. It 
certainly then cannot be good news to tell 
a man that is sick with sin, that this malady 
will continue as long as his Maker exists. 
That his disease will never be removed. 
That instead of its abating, it will accu- 
mulate both in turpitude and pain. ‘This 
preaching therefore is not gospel preach- 
ing. Ofall the news ever proclaimed to 
the offspring of God, the news of an end- 
less state of suffering is the worst. It is, as 


glad tidings of great 
? 


was justly remarked by one of its advo- 
evidence he bas | cates in our hearing, an unwelcome doc- 


It is a system the best calculated to 


| 


















= 


— Set 
Ps Fey 


Series aha 





SSR andes Seed as 


ae 


vow TE eee 





" 
a 


a 
— 
es 


EPLSEY 


— 
cs et 


ra 


"ere 


“th 
~, 


win 


age 


og 
Sete 


f 




















152 THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 





was invented lt fo orms no part of the gos- 
pel, aud simply because it is not good 
news. 





From a London Paper. 
“ Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” 


““Go! ye messengers of God, 
— the beams of morning lly ; : 
‘lake the wonder-working rod ;* 
Wave the banner Cross on high! 


Where th’ aspiriog minaret 
Gleains along the moruing skies, 
Wave it till the cresent set, 

And the * star of Jacob” rise. 


Go! to many a tropic isle, 
In the bosom of the deep ; 
Where the skies for ever smile, 
And the blacks for ever weep ! 


O’er the negro’s night of care 
Pour the living light of heaven ; 
Chase away the fiend Despair, 
Bid him hope to be forgiven ! 


Vhen the golden gates of day 
Open on the paliny cast 
Wide the blec ding Cross display, 
Spread the gospel’s richest feast ; 


Till the Para lift his head, 
High among the saints enroll’d, 
And the widow? s burning bed 
Isa tale no longer told ! r 


On Arabia’s burning soil, 

From the cape to Niger’s strand, 
Bid each dreary region smile 
Lovely as the promis’d land. 


Fearle:s of the perennial frost, 
Go to Greenland’s cold domains ; 
Seek the outcast, save the lost, 
On the Calume ‘Vartar plains. 


Tn yon world of stream and shade, 
Many an Indian wigwam trace ; 
And with words af lov e persuade 
Savages to sue for grace! 


Circumnavigate the ball, 

‘Visit every soil and sea ; 

Preach the cro«s of Christ to a'l; 
Jesus’ love is fall and free ! 


Conquer by the cross alone, 
Mystic virtue dwells in this ; 
"Vis the saint’s pailadiain stone, 
Rock of re-t, and pledge of bliss. 
* The Gospel called the red of God’s strength, 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
J. C. L. who requested an ex planation 
of a certain passage, can find a brief expo- 
sition of it in our answer to Ego, published 
ina former number. 
J.C. is informed that his communication 
has been accidentally mislaid. 

We thank our worthy correspondent A- 
mento for the productions with which he has 
favored us; and only regret his choice of 
subjects. The short article which he sent 
us, embracing the subject of future punish. 
ment, has been carefully examined. Its 
style is good and breathes charity tn every 
part. Notwithstanding the —— 
source from which it emanated, we have 
concluded to refuse it a place in our col: 
umns ; believing that the admission of it 
would provoke an unprofitable and unhappy 
controversy. ‘This may be considered by 
some a Violation of the principles, upon 
which our paper proposes to be founded; 
but this is not the case. Wenever pledg. 
ed ourselves to admit any thing into our 
paper, which we might deem calculated to 







our brethren’; disturb the peace and har 
mony of our order, or increase unhappy 
differences. We do not say that we never 
shall indulge our friends and. brethren, with 
controverting the subject of No future pe 
| nishn rent and punishment an another world, 
but we would be understood to say, that at 
present itis our opinion, that it would lead 
lo unhappy consequences, a and tend to sub- 
vert the best interest of the connexion. 





MARRIED, 

In this village on Monday evening last 
by Rev. Mr. Whipple, | Mr. William G. Bor 
land to Miss Catharine Myers, both of this 
village. 





DikD, 


~ 


At Herkimer on the i5tl 


1 inst. an infant 
child of Mr. John Farmer, Usq. 


afiect the public or private characters of 





The Editor expects to preach at Rich 
field on the first sabbath of February, and 
at Little Falls on the third. 


For Sale at this Office, 


RREPLYS by Rev. Hosea Ballou of 
Bos! *. to Rev. Mr. Haynes. Also, by 
Rev. G. B. Lisher to Rev. Mr. Giles 


Justices B lanks, &c. &. Ke. 
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